The Ontario College of Teachers serves the public interest as Ontario’s teaching regulator. Our mandate is to protect students by setting and upholding the Professional Standards for Ontario Certified Teachers, or OCTs.
The standards set out the expectations to which OCTs are accountable throughout their careers. Grounded in a shared commitment to students and student learning, they guide ethical decision-making, inform professional judgment, and help uphold public confidence in the teaching profession.
The standards have recently been refreshed to reflect the evolving context of teaching in Ontario. There are now nine interconnected standards that guide professional practice and accountability, including a clear commitment to Truth and Reconciliation. 
This video introduces the nine standards, explains how they were developed, and explores what they mean for OCTs, students, families, and the public.
The Professional Standards apply to OCTs across many roles, including classroom teachers, school and system leaders, consultants and others . They also help teacher candidates, teacher education providers, and the public understand the responsibilities and expectations of the profession. The refreshed standards were informed by extensive research and broad engagement with OCTs, students, parents and guardians, education partners, and First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities across Ontario.
Throughout, the College heard the importance of creating standards that are clear, relevant to today's educational context, and reflective of commitments to equity, diversity, inclusion, accessibility, and Truth and Reconciliation. The result is nine interconnected standards that guide ethical conduct, professional judgment, and accountability in practice, while centering students and student learning.
Ontario Certified Teachers:
- demonstrate care
- demonstrate respect
- act with integrity
- build trust
- uphold a commitment to Truth and Reconciliation
- are committed to students and student learning
- develop and demonstrate professional competencies
- exercise knowledge-informed professional practice
- foster collaborative professional relationships
Together, the Professional Standards help OCTs put professional values into action, encourage student learning and well-being, and strengthen public trust in the OCTs who teach and lead in Ontario’s elementary and secondary schools.
For students, families, and the public, the standards explain the responsibilities and expectations of Ontario Certified Teachers. For OCTs, they provide a shared vision for professional practice and accountability. By setting clear expectations for the profession, the College helps ensure that OCTs uphold student learning, well-being, dignity, and human rights in their daily practice.
Guiding professional practice. Supporting students. Upholding public trust. Learn more about the Professional Standards on our website.
