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[instrumental music]

Text: Ontario College of Teachers. Setting the Standard for Great Teaching. Great Teaching.

Text: Professional Boundaries

Description: Purple animated background with text on screen.

Did you know that in Ontario, teaching is a regulated profession, much like doctors, nurses and lawyers? 

Description: Blue animated background. A woman with glasses is seen to be teaching three adults, one female and two male. A series of teaching licenses appears in succession. 

The Ontario College of Teachers regulates the teaching profession in the public interest. They set the standards for initial and ongoing teacher education, issue licenses

Text: Concerns. 

Description: A magnifying glass hovers over the word “concerns”.

and on the rare occasion there are concerns about a member, investigate and hear those concerns.

[bookmark: _Hlk64015923]Text: Professional Boundaries

Description: A hand holds up a speech bubble with multiple lines on it and a tick sign in the bottom corner. A zebra line in black and orange divides the words “Professional” and “Boundaries.” 

The College also provides advice to educators in the form of professional advisories including this one which focuses on the importance of maintaining professional boundaries. 

Text: Responsible conduct in an ethical, professional and lawful way. 

Description: A weighing scale hovers above the text on screen.  

The advisory clarifies what constitutes responsible conduct in an ethical, professional, and lawful way. 

Text: All OCTS including consultants, principals, directors of education, non-school board

Description: A graduation hat hovers over a map of Ontario while text appears in succession on the right half of the screen. The map of Ontario is then removed while zebra lines in black and orange divide each of the categories of text. The text falls away and a school with two trees either side appears.

All Ontario Certified Teachers – from consultants and principals to directors of education and those working in non-school board positions – are affected.
The advice gives educators guidance on the boundaries in their daily practice – in school and in the community, all the time. 

Text: Verbal. Physical. Emotional. Social. Ensure structure, security and predictability in all learning environments.

Description: The screen is divided into 4 sections, each a different colour. Icons of a speech bubble, a hand, a heart and three adults appear with text in succession within each quarter. The text and icons disappear and a building with multiple windows comes on screen.

Boundaries are defined as the 'verbal, physical, emotional and social distance that an educator
must maintain to ensure structure, security and predictability in all learning environments.

Text: Suggestive language. Inappropriate jokes. Physical contact. 

Description: A clipboard appears with a zebra line on it. A do not pass sign is placed in the middle of the clipboard.  A text bubble appears with masking out a implied curse word. Two unhappy faces appear under the speech bubble. An icon of a hug is shown. 

The advisory provides several examples of boundary violations, such as using language with students that is suggestive, joking about sexual or racial matters, or physical contact like hugging or tickling. 

Text: Action and self-reflection framework. 

Description: A zebra line in black and orange divides the text and it’s reflection over a blue animated background. An exclamation point bounces on screen. 

A framework for action and self-reflection is included, so that educators can recognize and report as required.

Text: The advisory is intended as practical advice. 

Description: Text appears over a purple animated background. Two speech bubbles appear, the first with a question mark in it, the second with an “i”. The scene transitions to a desktop computer over a blue animated background. 

The advice is practical and should be read in conjunction with the College’s advice on the use of electronic communication and social media, 

Description: A road sign of holding a child’s hand while crossing the road appears. A door then appears as it closes with an exclamation point in its center. 

the duty to report child neglect or abuse, and professional misconduct of a sexual nature. 

Text: Multiple roles with colleagues, parents and the community. OCTs should never assume. Consult with a supervisor.

Description: Five adults appear above the text on screen in succession. The scene transitions to an all white background with text and then into a blue background with two adults on either side and text in between them. 

Professional educators juggle multiple roles as colleagues, parents and community members. OCTs should never assume that conduct that is not specifically prohibited is acceptable. When in doubt, they should consult with a supervisor.

Text: Rural. Religious. Diverse. Professional boundaries. 

Description: Over an orange backdrop a barn appears in the top left corner, various religious signs in the top right corner, and multiple hands of various colours in the middle bottom in succession. The scene transitions to a zebra line dividing the text with several tick marks in between them. 

Educators that live and work in rural or remote communities, and
religious or cultural centres may need to consider alternative approaches to maintain professional boundaries. 

Text: Setting and maintaining professional boundaries is an ongoing professional obligation. 

Description: The guide book is shown on the left hand of screen over a blue animated background with the text in the right half. 

Setting and maintaining professional boundaries is an ongoing obligation, regardless of where you are.

Description: A female teacher appears on screen. A thought bubble with a tick sign appears before a thought bubble of weighing scales appears. Five adults, three female and two male appear on screen.

And the onus to set and maintain boundaries always rests with the educator. By developing an understanding of the ethics governing your practice and professional behavior, you can be more aware of both your colleagues' and own actions.

Text: Ontario College of Teachers. Setting the Standard for Great Teaching. Great Teaching.

Text: www.oct.ca

Description: Purple animated background with text on screen.

For more information, read the full professional advisory at oct.ca.




